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i. The militar; airfiele used for the training, o% parachutists was located at 
tlic southeastern ede of Vitebsk (55°12' n/30°12: H), Shite Russian Jug, and 
hac an Laste.est runway about 2.5 lm lon: end a southeast-northwest runway 

- about 3 la long. Both muiways were about 60 meters wide and were covered 
with concrete slabs, The fumways were inberconnected by a taxiway 1,500 
meters long which ran by the threc damaged hangars, each of which was 50x30 
meters in size. The Meld seemed to Le in a very good condition and was 

serviceable in all weather, Construction work was not observed, A spare 
parts Capol, a wileaniging plant and a repair shop were installed in the han= 
ears, The sircraft were perked in whe open, There were cirlield boundary 
lictts. The rumvayrs were illuminated ly searchlichts fed by porer units, A 
weather station wes housee in a three-story acmini stration building. 


20 A cenloment covering an area of avout 2,000x500 meters was loceted in the 
Southeastern corner of ine field along the road to Orsha (54°30 11/309278 EB). 
This canto: m, nt was occupied to capacity by at least 2,000 parachutists » all of 

~whor wore the psrechuie badge. A fourestory brick building, formerly the 
Geruan solciers? home in the tem, was also occupLed by parachutists. 


: 3. The airvicld was eccupied Uy 15 to 10 twineongine aireraft (racial engine, 


Single sail assembly, landin, rear retractin:: rearward, plexiglass fose, machine 


onan 3 fun station on top of the fuselare atv ine rear ec aecction)$ 30 to 35 tro. 
: seatcr lipienes fitted with Liveecylinder radial envines, ang five small cargo 
{licors. ue 


he incivicual anc formation flying at an average altitude of 400 netcurs was ab- 
servec, About 10 to 12 biplanes anc about & twineencine planes wore aloft 
at tie sase time. The airerert usually took off toward the west or northwest 
anc, alter dropping the parachttbists over the training area south of warkovshchina, 
returacd to the field. It took a formation of eight twin-engine planes about 
30 minutes Lo rendezvous in the air. Indivicuel twin-engine aircraft wit a 
carc> glicer in tew were alse observec, The carlo ,lider was either released | 
ano lanced over the parachutists!? tra ining area or four parachutists jumped 
from it. Flights with eargo Cliders wert mace only in good weather. only 
lucividual biplanes would fly at night. 
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“S, Individual parachute jums vere made sron the biplanes flying in forna- 


_ tion of up to three, aroup juaps were nace from the twin-engine plenes 
flyiag ind ivicually ox in fomations of, up to eight ae All the jumps 
were mace from altitudes of about loo meters. ach the twin~eng ine 

planes carried ei:ht parachutists whe jumped in a ae siod of 30 seconds. 
ALL the parachutes opened shortly after the parachutists had jumped. The 
dropping of weapons was not observed. Detachments compos sed of women wear~ 
oing parachute insignia were also observed in the town. Three or four cap- 
tive bal léons moored at. an altituce of Lov to 500 meters were seen daily 
at tae pay achutists' training ground, — Three prrachutists jumped from 
thoee beLoons 4 in rapid succession. 
i foe ore : ' ' 
6, Anotiier PO en had served with the Seroan Air Force said that the twin- _ 
~ engine plancs were fitted under the fuselare with bono racks which retracted _ 
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